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The Oakdale Eagle 

    
   We have lots of fish in our pond. We have seven koi: 3 gold koi, 
a black and white koi, an all white koi and an all white koi with a 
red spot on top of his head .They have a big place to live in. We 
named the small fish Baby Shark because he is so small.  
   Our first pond was built about 10 years ago because the  
students wanted a pond as part of our Outdoor Classroom.  
Dr. Cynthia Smith and Ms. Kent wrote a grant to get enough  
money to build it.  Students designed it and 
their families help build it. But when 
Oakdale underwent renovations two years 
ago that pond was built over. 
   When we got back into our new school, 
Ms Kent started planning to have our pond 
rebuilt, but this time it would be  
outside the library. Around Christmas 2019 
lots of people came out to help Oakdale 
rebuild the pond. Our Watch D.O.G.S. 
were a big help and so were our  
firefighters. 
   This school year, Ms. Kent was able to 
get new fish for our pond. TCTA donated 
our seven koi. Alabama Department of Fisheries also brought us some native Alabama fish like bass and 
sunfish. 
    What should we name them all? 

 

By Devyon Holley and Christian Felipe Hernadez 

Seeing Double? 

Help Name  
  Our Fish! 

By Kaiden Williams and Shemar  Williams 

   At Oakdale we have a lot of twins. One set we 

have is Asia and Katelyn Robinson. Katelyn said 

she wants a sister but not a twin because she has 

to share a bedroom and have the same clothes 

and shoes. Her favorite thing to do with Asia is to 

watch TV. Asia said that the worst thing about  

being a twin is that they fight, has to share, and 

having the same birthday. Her favorite thing about 

being a twin is dressing the same.  

   Another set of twins is Alaysha and Shalasha  

Merriweather. The good thing that they like about 

being a twin is that they help each other every 

morning. The bad thing is that they have to share 

clothes. 

   Being a twin can be fun but sometimes it might 

not be fun. They can always tell you why it is fun to 

be a twin. 



2   The Oakdale Eagle 

PE Coach,by: Shemar.Williams 
and Kaiden.Williams 

Eric Hendricks started at 
Westside Elementary before he 
came to Oakdale.He started 
teaching P.E. in August 2012 .He 
said that Oakdale was the per-
fect place to teach P.E. and to 
inspire men and women of this 
community .He said that  “by the 
grace of God, a supportive family 
and administrator I am able to 
fulfill to do the different task”. He 
likes teaching elementary school. 
His favorite subject was math 
when he was in school.  Photo 2 

Counselor by Kelton Lewis 
and Te’Anna Tinker 

     Our new counselor is Ms. 
Lander Fisher. She is from a 
small town called Catherine, Ala-
bama. It is located in Marengo 
County. She used to travel 3 
hours to get to get to school. She 
says, “As a counselor you meet 
the needs of students through 
personal, social, emotional, ca-
reer,  and academic needs.” She 
says her motto of being a school 
counselor this year is, “educate, 
encourage, and succeed.”   
Photo 1 

Literacy Coach by Christian 

Felipe Hernadez , Dondreus 

Ervin and Shemar Williams 

Miss Goggins is from a small 

town outside of Birmingham, Ala-

bama called Pinson. She gradu-

ated from the University of Ala-

bama in 2013.  Miss Goggins 

started college wanting to be a 

sportscaster but then realized 

she was meant to be a teacher 

like her mom. 

  Miss Goggins heros are her 

mom and Beyonce. 

Photo 5 

Ms.Steinbrook by  Aria 
Vanhorn and Marjahn Marley 
Ms. Steinbrook is Oakdale’s new 
Pre-K through 2nd grade special 
education teacher. She received 
her BS degree in elementary ed-
ucation from Judson College and 
her Masters degree in special 
education from Georgetown Col-
lege. Mrs. Steinbrook likes 
Oakdale because it is an amaz-
ing place to work. She loves 
each person at Oakdale. Before 
she came to Oakdale she taught 
at Westwood Elementary in 
Coker, Alabama. She grew up in 
a small town in Tennessee that is 
about an hour from Nashville  
Photo 7 

Mrs. Lindley by Shernari Pelt 

and Alaysha Merriweather 

Mrs. Lindley is the new kinder-

garten  teacher. She attended 

school at Western Governors 

University. Mrs. Lindley became 

a teacher in August ,2019. She 

love teaching small kids and 

watching them grow. Mrs. Lind-

ley said her favorite subject is 

reading. Her favorite thing to do 

is play games  with her students. 

Her hobby is Painting. Mrs Lind-

ley chose Oakdale because she 

loves the emphasis on leader-

ship and global communication.  

Photo 6 

Ms.Bender by Armani and  
Taraji White 

Ms. Bender is our new k-2 inter-
ventionist. “I like this school be-
cause the students make my job 
so rewarding’’. It’s exciting to see 
the smiles on their faces when 
they have that “aha” moment 
when learning something new. 
She thinks the teachers are nice 
and easy to work with outside of 
being in the classroom teacher.” 
Being a reading interventionist 
was one of my many goals”.  
Miss Bender’s favorite author is 
Dr. Seuss. Her favorite food is 
french fries.She likes french fries 
from Chick-fil-A. Ms. Bender’s 
birthday is on September 19th. 
Photo 9 

Ms Lee by Madison Burton 

and Ahaziah Hudson 

Ms. Lee is one of Oakdale’s new 

fifth grade teachers. Ms. Lee is 

from Marion, Alabama. She is 

currently residing in Northport. 

She is so proud to be back at 

Oakdale Elementary School. 

Oakdale will always be “home” to 

Ms. Lee. Ms. Lee has been 

teaching for 11 years. She also 

said thanks to TCS Board Mem-

bers, Superintendent Dr. Daria 

and Dr.Prewitt for seeing the 

Leader in her.  Photo 4 

Ms. Brown by Devyon Holley 
Ms. Anna Kate Brown is a new 
fifth grade teacher. ‘’I love to 
teach because I love seeing stu-
dents find what they love in 
learning and to meet those learn-
ing goals ‘’. She’s from Tusca-
loosa, AL. She said ‘’My favorite 
thing about Oakdale is our gar-
den . This year the 5th graders 
have an opportunity to grow and 
harvest Kale . It’s great to be 
able to spend this time outside 
working together with the class. 
Photo 8 

Mr. Robinson by Ana Felipe 
Hernadez and Shayla Kennedy 

Mr. Robinson is a new fourth 
grade teacher.  He grew up in 
Oak Park, IL He came to 
Oakdale because he felt comfort-
able and liked what he saw and 
heard from the people who inter-
viewed him that work here.  He 
likes teaching because he likes 
making a difference in the lives 
of children. His favorite subjects 
are reading and language arts. 
Photo 3 
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The Oakdale Eagle 
Miss Latrina Spencer and Ms Melissa Kent 

Oakdale Eagle Advisers 

    At Oakdale the 4th and 5th grades are  using Penpal 
Schools. PenPal Schools is a website that Mrs.Kent, our 

librarian, and Ms Lee, a 5th grade teacher let them use. 
It is fun to use because you can share your thoughts with  

students around the world. You should try Penpal Schools. I have 
communicated with students in Switzerland and Italy. 5th graders have 
emailed students from California, Ohio and Australia to mention a few. 
We learned that other schools have things like swim teams and  
movie theaters. Some students go home to eat lunch! 
https://www.penpalschools.com/ 

Oakdale had it’s fall Book Fair. 
The book fair was held in the  
library. There were lots of books 
for everyone to buy. The great 
thing about buying a book from 
the book fair is that you can take 
the book home so you can read it. 
If you like to take AR tests the 
book you buy might be one you 
can take a test on. Some books 
don’t have AR tests but you can 
still enjoy them. Dondreus Ervin bought a book called The Prank 
Book. “I like this book because it has good jokes in it to make me 
laugh.”  

 

Math is important here 

at Oakdale. Every grade learns some 

kind of math. Mrs. Sanders, a third grade teacher, teaches math and she said “math is 

important because” you use it in everyday life. You use it to tell time, measure length and 

distances, count your money when making purchases, or simply adding and subtracting 

items.” Mrs. Sanders loves teaching math because math was her favorite subject in 

school. She loves to see the look on the kids face when the have solved an equation. 

Her favorite thing about math is that although there may be only one solution to a  

problem, there are so many different strategies that you can use to derive at the answer.  

Being a Global Communicator! 

Book Fair Fun By Ana Felipe Hernadez 

Math is Amazing By Shernari Pelt 

By Kelton Lewis 

Taraji White, 2nd 

Orlandria Stewart, 2nd 

Aria Vanhorn, 3rd 

Shernari Pelt, 3rd 

Marjahn Marley, 3rd 

Ana Felipe Hernandez, 4th 

Shayla Kennedy, 4th 

Ja’leen Thomas, 4th 

Te’Anna Tinker, 4th 

Kelton Lewis, 4th 

Alaysha Merriweather, 4th 

Shalasha Merriweather, 4th 

Kaiden Williams, 5th 

Joe’Mariyon Wells, 5th 

Dondreus Ervin, 5th 

Devyon Holley, 5th 

Ja’Bari Marshall, 5th  

Christian Felipe Hernandez, 5th 

 

Shemar Williams, 5th 

Ahaziah Hudson, 5th 

Armani White, 5th 

Madison Burton, 5th  

https://www.penpalschools.com/

